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also the fact that her population increased by over
33,000,000 between 1921 and 1931. No wonder,
therefore, that the rest of the world regards India
as Great Britain's imperial prize. At one time,
Indians themselves were taught in schools and
colleges to call their country "the brightest jewel in
the British crown." Such a phrase is very seldom
repeated to-day, and the Government of India has
wisely decided not to make too much of "Empire
Day/* since it is by no means a popular subject.
The rest of the world frankly holds that India is
still the mainstay of British finance and that the
City of London would go bankrupt if that mainstay
were withdrawn. There are voices in England, such
as those of Lord Rothermere, Mr. Winston
Churchill and others, that give credence to that
idea; and the late Sir W. Joynson Hicks blurted
out publicly what others thought, but did not
openly express.
A still more sordid view of empire has been put
forward quite recently by the Colonial Association
in Germany. The Acting President, General Von
Epp, writes as follows: "Before the war the British
Empire was one hundred and five times as large as
Great Britain itself; Belgium's colonial possessions
were eighty times as great as the mother country;
Holland sixty times; France twenty-two times."
Curiously enough he does not mention Portugal.
He goes on, however, to put forward the proposition
that the ends of "justice** will be served if other
countries belonging to the white race can now be